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Feedback by Marine Ingredients Denmark to “European maritime, 

fisheries and aquaculture fund – amendment for simplification and to 

transpose the WTO agreement” 
 

Marine Ingredients Denmark (MID) welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the European 

Commission's consultation regarding the European maritime, fisheries and aquaculture fund - amendment 

for simplification and to transpose the WTO agreement. 

 

MID represents Danish producers of fishmeal and fish oil, with exports worth around DKK 5.8 billion in 2025 

and we play a crucial role in the Danish fisheries sector, connecting primary fisheries, aquaculture, and the 

end consumers. 

 

Stronger support for processing industries 

The fish processing and marine ingredients industries remain underrepresented in EMFAF funding despite 

their significant contribution to employment, exports, value creation and resilience within the blue 

economy. Processing companies are often better positioned to manage fluctuations in raw material supply 

and play a critical role in maintaining market access for seafood products throughout Europe. 

 

We continue to support a stronger allocation of funding towards innovation, technology development, 

product development, resource efficiency, digitalisation and green transition projects in the processing 

sector. Increased support for processors would strengthen the competitiveness of the entire blue value 

chain and contribute to the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy, The Ocean Pact, the Green Deal and 

European food security. 

 

Crisis mechanisms should also cover the processing sector 

Recent geopolitical developments and disruptions in global energy markets have highlighted the 

vulnerability of seafood processing industries to sudden increases in production costs. While much 

attention is often directed towards the fishing fleet, processing industries face equally significant financial 

impacts. 

 

For fish processing and marine ingredients producers, increases in fuel and energy prices have substantial 

consequences for operating costs, competitiveness and profitability. In addition to higher fuel prices 

affecting transport and logistics, many processing operations are highly dependent on energy-intensive 

production processes and are therefore particularly exposed to increases in gas and energy costs. At the 

same time, processors often face additional climate-related taxation and regulatory costs that are not 

borne equally across the value chain. 

 

The EMFAF crisis mechanisms should explicitly recognise the needs of the processing sector and provide 

Member States with sufficient flexibility to grant temporary support when extraordinary market 

disturbances cause significant increases in energy, fuel or transport costs. Rapid access to such support can 
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help safeguard employment, production capacity and the resilience of coastal economies during periods of 

exceptional volatility. 

 

Innovation, circular economy and resource efficiency 

Future EMFAF support should place greater emphasis on innovation projects that maximise the utilisation 

of marine resources. This includes the development of new products from fish by-products, improvements 

in processing efficiency, sustainable feed ingredients, circular production systems and technologies that 

reduce waste and environmental impact. 

 

Such investments contribute directly to EU sustainability objectives while improving economic performance 

and creating new market opportunities. They also support Europe's ambition to strengthen strategic 

autonomy in food and feed production. 

 

Support for energy transition and industrial competitiveness 

The marine ingredients industry is highly energy intensive and is currently exposed to multiple cost 

pressures, including increased energy prices and new climate-related taxation measures. Recent 

geopolitical developments have demonstrated how quickly external events can affect industrial 

competitiveness and operating costs throughout the blue economy. 

 

EMFAF should, therefore, continue to support investments that improve energy efficiency, reduce 

emissions, modernise industrial facilities and strengthen the long-term competitiveness of Europe's 

seafood processing sector. 

 

Reducing administrative burden 

We strongly support the Commission's objective of reducing administrative complexity within EMFAF. The 

seafood sector is facing growing reporting requirements related to sustainability, traceability, 

environmental performance and corporate reporting obligations. While these objectives are important, the 

cumulative burden has become increasingly challenging, particularly for companies operating globally and 

handling complex supply chains. 

 

The amended EMFAF should therefore promote practical and harmonised approaches, including 

standardised reporting templates, digital tools, common methodologies and simplified documentation 

requirements. Greater alignment between EU funding provisions and other EU regulatory requirements 

would significantly reduce administrative costs for both companies and national authorities. 


