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Have your say - Public consultation and feedback, “Fisheries control 

and enforcement – detailed rules” 
 

Marine Ingredients Denmark (MID) welcome the opportunity to provide feedback on the European 

Commission's consultation regarding the draft for the delegated regulation on detailed rules regarding 

fisheries control and enforcement. 

 

MID represents the Danish producers of fishmeal and fish oil with exports worth around DKK 6 billion in 

2024 (~ EUR 804 million). MID plays a crucial role in the Danish fisheries sector, connecting primary 

fisheries, aquaculture, and consumers. The production of fishmeal and fish oil is based on the responsible 

utilization of marine resources, focusing on protein-rich, short-lived pelagic fish species such as sprat, 

sandeel, and blue whiting. Additionally, trimmings from the seafood processing industry are an important 

resource. Today, these trimmings account for approximately 25% of the industry's raw materials.  

 

Danish fishmeal and fish oil are known for traceability and sustainability, and the industry plays an 

important role in the blue value chain and the production of healthy foods. 

 

Regarding the draft for delegated regulation – Ref. Ares(2025)5759249: 

MID welcomes the draft for delegated regulation and its provisions, particularly those outlined under 

Article 34, “Duties of operators responsible for weighing during inspections”. We support the requirement 

that weighing operations be performed by a third party, and we support greater transparency and 

harmonised implementation across Member States. 

 

We consider the proposed duties of weighing operators to be well aligned with these objectives. In 

particular, we view them as a constructive step toward ensuring fairness, credibility, and traceability in the 

control process throughout the EU. 

 

To further strengthen transparency, impartiality, and a level playing field among producers, both within and 

beyond EU borders, we would like to draw the Commission’s attention to the following key points:  

 

Regarding Article 34(1)(a): 

MID welcomes the Commission’s efforts to clarify the use of tools for cumulative weight calculation, 

including the storage of related data. 

 

We would like to highlight the need for precise and harmonised technical requirements for weighing 

equipment. Currently, there is no clear EU-wide definition or standard for such tools, which leads to 

inconsistent implementation and control across Member States. We recommend introducing a common 

definition and technical specifications at EU level to ensure fair and uniform application and to support a 

level playing field. 
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In addition, we urge the Commission to include safeguards to ensure impartial and accurate weighing. For 

instance, it should be possible to verify, both physically and digitally, if a seal has been broken, and systems 

must not allow hidden or non-traceable automatic deductions from the weighing results. 

 

Regarding Article 34(1)(b): 

MID welcomes the provision of access to available video recordings of the weighing process for control 
purposes. We further recommend that competent authorities in Member States be granted direct live 
access via CCTV to strengthen oversight. 

 
It is important to emphasise that remote monitoring (REM/CCTV) should not replace, but rather 
supplement and double-verify the documentation performed by an independent third-party inspector. The 

physical presence and active role of a certified, impartial third party in the sampling process must remain a 
core requirement. 

 
A standardised approach that combines independent third-party inspection with electronic surveillance will 
enhance the reliability, transparency, and traceability of the control process.  

 
Regarding Article 34(1)(d): 

While MID welcomes the requirement to provide proof of accreditation for independent third-party 
weighers, we would like to stress the importance of ensuring impartiality in all weighing operations.  
 

The definition of the "weighing operator" is provided in Article 60(5) of Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 and 
reaffirmed in Article 60(5) of Regulation (EU) 2023/2842. However, we believe that in addition to this 
definition, clear and enforceable requirements regarding the impartiality of weighing operators should be 

included. 
 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/1474, Article 5(2)(a), sets a profound example by requiring 
independent third-party weighers to be accredited in accordance with ISO 17020 Type A. This standard 
defines the highest level of independence for inspection bodies. 

 
MID recommends that weighing operators across the EU be accredited under ISO 17020 Type A. Type A 
accreditation ensures full organisational and functional independence, which would strengthen the 

credibility of weighing operations and support level playing field. 
 

General considerations: 

The Danish fishmeal and fish oil industry is globally leading in control, species sorting, weighing, quality 

assurance, and full traceability of raw materials. The industry complies with international standards and 

certifications for the sustainable use of resources, responsible production, and traceability throughout the 

value chain. 

 

MID has developed a Code of Conduct that sets clear guidelines for weighing and species control during 

landings and deliveries. The aim is to enhance transparency in reporting and cooperation with authorities 

and research institutions. To ensure a uniform standard, sampling, species control, and weighing are 

carried out by accredited third-party inspectors. The registration of landings is conducted through a Danish 

third-party system that follows ISO 17020 Type A standards for impartial and independent certification. 

Additionally, the landing weight is closely monitored and verified to ensure compliance with quotas and 
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regulations. Systematic registration of species distribution in landings contributes to accurate reporting and 

supports data-driven fisheries management. 

 
We remain at the Commission’s disposal for any further clarification or input, and we are happy to 
contribute to continued dialogue on the implementation of fair, transparent, and harmonised control 

measures. 


